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ANIMAL WELFARE — CATTLE DEATHS — 
NOONKANBAH STATION AND YANDEYARRA RESERVE 

Statement 
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Protocol would normally indicate that I give the call to the Leader of the Opposition 
and that ministers of the Crown, having had the benefit of the capacity to make statements in the opening formalities, 
would normally not have precedence in members’ statements. However, if the Minister for Agriculture and Food 
is seeking the call, I will give it to her. 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [9.34 pm]: I am 
happy to defer to the Leader of the Opposition, but he has graciously said no. One of the difficulties ministers have 
is that we are very circumscribed in what we can say in a ministerial statement. Those things that are characterised 
as having a political flavour cannot be expressed in a ministerial statement. 

It is very important that I deal with some of the highly misleading claims made last night by Hon Jim Chown. 
Hon Jim Chown has been running a campaign for a couple of years about the events that occurred on the Noonkanbah 
and Yandeyarra stations. I agree that it is a serious issue. I note, however, that, generally speaking, he tends to be 
aggrieved when prosecutions are looked at in relation to other parties, not being Aboriginal pastoralists. I want to 
deal with a couple of the statements that were made by Hon Jim Chown last night. 

Firstly, he said that it could not possibly be true that the statements that I had previously given in Parliament that the 
cost incurred by the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development on the Noonkanbah matter came 
to a sum of $100 000, that it must be a lot more than that, and that somehow or other I am trying to conceal the true 
cost. We again sought confirmation today and, in fact, the external cost to the department was only $45 000, as many 
of the external costs were picked up directly by the station. After we initiated the original action, the station undertook 
many of the direct costs. Of course, on top of that, we had staff costs, but I stand by the statements that have been 
made and that have been confirmed today by the department that the direct cost was $45 000 and it may well be 
that some $55 000 was spent on DPIRD time. 

Hon Jim Chown went on to say that I had been misleading in the way I talked about the numbers. He said that when 
he asked how many cattle deaths there had been, I had answered that 85 cattle had been euthanased on Noonkanbah 
station. I certainly did say that, but I went on to say, in the same paragraph, that we expected the total deaths for 
both Noonkanbah and Yandeyarra to exceed 2 000. I do not know why he was only able to read the first part of 
the statement and not the second part. 

I am highly aggrieved that he then went on to talk about other prosecutions. There was a prosecution, indeed, of 
a friend and former colleague of his from this place who was prosecuted for allegations of animal cruelty. He asked 
why they could be charged immediately but these other matters take up to two years to be resolved. The incident 
in question relates to a former member and colleague of Hon Jim Chown. The matters that form the subject of the 
prosecution took place in May 2018, and the prosecution was laid around April or May 2020—two years later. 
That seems to be how it operates. I think the Emanuel Exports matter took one year and 364 days between the 
events complained of and the final laying of charges. There is nothing different here. There is no difference in the 
way in which these Aboriginal pastoral stations are being treated from the way other people are being treated. The 
Emanuel Exports case was particularly complicated because it involved the federal department and a range of 
complexities. However, I think generally, in all these matters, including in relation to Hon Jim Chown’s former 
colleague and Noonkanbah and Yandeyarra, we should be getting these matters dealt with much quicker. There 
are a couple of problems. There are some structural problems in the act that we will deal with as part of the animal 
welfare review. I expect some legislative changes will make these things clearer. Also, the process of reaching 
a decision on whether charges should be laid seems to be very protracted. However, I urge Hon Jim Chown not 
to continue this campaign of attrition. There is no difference in the way in which Aboriginal pastoralists and 
non-Aboriginal people are being treated in the way we apply the Animal Welfare Act. The evidence is clear. I urge 
him to please be accurate in the statements he makes before the house. 
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